
JWI}IL 0,fu5 tiil JocL#ty#'

hr r f VI HV/5ltuS

-r.-

L966Vcl . XiV. I'tro, L.[lnneapoiis, Uli-nne so ta I\{a

lllith the cool 'r,veather we have been having, it is hard to realiz,e that in less than
a month vre will be bringing our beautiful iris to the Iri.s Shovr. Every year we
seem to go through this eo1d, damp period when it doesn't seem posslble that the
irises will be reaCy by shovrti-rne, brut we mrpt rernernber that when the v,reather turns
warm, things real1y t'popt', . I have been going through some qI.d issues of the
rrltrews & Viewstt and almost every spring rre go through the same period of worry and
doubt. The iris plants look very good and seern to have come through the winter
rrrith minimal damage, so lve should be able to haloe a wonderful shovr this year. Nour

is the time to begin to plan to take alJ. of ryui gooa irises to the sho'rv.

Our L{ay meeting v.'i11 bc held at the rcgular meeting pIace, Guaranty State Banl< of
Robbinsdale, 3700 Broadway, May 19, B:00 P.M. The progran has teen planned rrith
the impending shovr in mind. As 11611 know, there will be a table for peonies at the
show this year and our expert on peouies, Pat l;iysocky, w111 talk on peonies includ-
ing some pointers on grooning anci exhibitlng them. There will also be members of
tfte soeiety who viill give transporting and selectj"on tips for iris showlng. This
is a meeting that those of you who are pl-anning to show iris.shoulC definitely
attend and 1s a. must for you rrfirs.t-timetr exhibltors, so we hope this includes
each of you and that v,re vri1l have an Itoverflowrt crowd.
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Hello Out Therel

We have norr come to the ciinax of preparation for our one big event of the year,
and nqy hornr we have our eyes on the weather. As I v,rrite this, i-t doesntt seem pos-
sible ttrai those Iris I see in my garden will have blooms to g::ace the shcr',rr tabLe
in less than a month from novr. (Hopel Hopel)

Now cones the final groom:ing, waiting, and watching, noting each day which flouer
comes into bloom; a stake here, a piece qf walling there, checki-ng to make sur€
the names are right, as no Iri-$ ever won a ribbon under the wrong narne (mrch to ny
embarrassment, I lost a rj-bbon my first year of exhiblting).

Greta will harre all the necessary tags for you at our next meeting lr1ay 19th and
alorrg w"ith our paneL of experts, k. Gus Sindt, I\{r. Urban lpsen and ii{r. Glen Hanson,
will help you get started off on the right foot, so anJr questions you have, this is
the time of answer.

Our Program of the evening vrilI be eonducted W Pat',tlysocky on the subject of
Peonies, whleh is very timely at this time of Jrear.

Then, to add a little color and to realIy get in the mood, we i.nvite each and every
one of you to bri-ng to this meeting your miniature and lntermediate frises in your
own container. This is not for priaes - it is just a good time to br,ing and con-
pare, named or not, those little gems that rrever get to the big $how.
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Your Presldent t'goofedfi again - rry apologies to ilirs. Pike. In the Yearbook, the
Telephone Chalrwornan should have read ilMrs. I{a1linil, but being sisters, they have
gracicusly consented to cooperate in this capaci'by.

Our hearts aro sAddened by the illness of'our members, Irtlr. Sab1e and l,hs. Tqm

',iright. Mrs..Hovey is still hobbling around and lvirs. Ehle had a.bout wi,ph the'flu
as liate so mary. If there a::e otheri, please iet me tcnow so wb can send them a

Yes, L[ay is the good ivlonthl The promlse
hope e'berna} . I,'Ie of the green tlturnb have
knovr tlre beauty of Everlas'i;ing Life .

note of cheer..

Now donf t forget the da,te,
bring your Irise s.

I,{ay '19th e- come ea.r}1r, stay }ate, ancl donr'b forget to

Sincerely,

l, r, i, r, r, t, \, t,
l\ ,\ ,\ ,l ,\ 'rt ,t ,r

rA ,"(..

of thing$' to come' ancl the awareriess of
only to rratch the great all'akening to

Charl-otte Scho;*
\, \, 't,
,\ n trr
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The T\g!a-Qilf!"cfeJU_kfg_qb9y_fgf P66-wi11 again be held in the beautlful court=
yare-dE36tlE"iG;T-66m;fid"Filnce-iffiil[e South. For those transporting flowers
to the show, use the lorver leveJ-, gotng in the area from .Fr6.nce Avenue via Dayton-
Bachman outCoor garden store. Ttre cdrking area j-s designatecl with the animals -
giraffe, rooster and bear. Procee$ directly to the i-arge glass doors for unloading,
as last-year.. They will. be open at 6:0Q A;II. on Saturcliyr'-June l+ttr. Tables wil}
besetup1n,theha11.forarranging.yoqrdi-sp1ays

Show schedules have been sent to each member.. A 1.it+"1e study'
advance of the show',r"i11 be helpful to,you.."liie are pleased to
teaspobns will again be.gl-ven'to Court,of, Ho,nor wrnnLrsl with
for the Queen and Best Arrangenent: ,,i,,t' .:...:-.,

of the schedule in
ilver

spe eial sllver arrard

'!

Did you realj-ze that last year we hacl the secop!-lqqgg,aL show in the whole country,
a.nd that we had only fi.ve'stalks less than-T,1i6-6ffiTrfErst place? Just think -
if'eash g$ you had brought just one more sta1k, rrue woulC have far exceeded the top
shovr. Lotrs keep this inmind thi.s year and be No. l in both quantity and,qualityll
F"emember the v,rhole garden court of Southdale is to be filled with lris6s, so pleabe
give us all the support you can.manage. l,{any people are held back.from showing by
modesty, fear of laziness. Donrt.let antr of the.gg reasonb prevent you,,f,rom.exhib- .

In the past, many of the trophies have been won ty those'',rho have entered for the
first time, after havi-ng seem the exhlbits the previouq,.year6. . (Dopit.forget:
there is a specj-aI class for those of yoir who have ei..th'er' never pxhiblte,d before , .,,, .,,

or who have exhlblted one year only.) 'rqth thg shor fresh 1n n::indr; these,FgrsonS, ., i

have looked at'their cwn irj-ses and'tb1d themselves, ttsrrrely, thesd are as goodra's, ,'

those that vron at the shov,r.rt Come and pro?e''"uhat your'flor;ers are as good a6 ar{f-
onets. If perhaps they are not as good as you had lroped, resolve.to, study the. :''

winners, ask questions and try again next yearl ,,

And d.onrt forget tJre nerv Section VIII in the shovi o'ehedule

t
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Peonies -- we hope some of the new hybrids may be in bloon - bring then - rrve

need then.

Entry and name tags for the show will be aval1able at the next nreeting.
-)+ +i +9 .)i -)+ +t ')t -)t tt +l l$ * lr

IrrBBIlpr?rNG NoTltg

These are some perti-nent notes on hybridizing which have been published before, at
one tlne or another, but vrhich bear repeating at thj.s time of year:

Immedlate results in hybridlzing can best be obtained by crossing the best available
iri"ses without resorting to wide col-or crosses. Brue and white may be crossed urith
success or flarningo pink and yelIow. Good judgment shquld be used in selectlng
parents for seedlings.

Snor,,r F1urry stancis at the 'bop of the pinnaole as the greatest parent of all time.
This iris is the parent of ten Award of Merit wirurers. Palomino A M t5l+ is tne
po1Ien parent of four A.Ifi. liiinners: Golden Gar'land t59, Glittering Amber t591
EnchanteC Vio1et t60, and Vallmar t60. Jarre Philllps ilso is the parent of iour
A.M. winners while Black Forest, Cahokia, Chi-va}ry, I,riexico and 01a i(a1a each are
parents of three A..L{. wlnners. (U"ry newer irises a}so be}ong on this }ist, ht
these will still be found in many blood lines. )

1. Crosses using blooms in sane or similar color classes are more apt to give good
results j:l the first generation of seedlings.
2. X{ake crosses early in the morning on nernily opened blossoms.
l" Keep pollen dry. Attenpt no crossos imrnediately before or after a rain.
h. Iilark ear:h cross immediately -* you may forget!
!. Alviays mark, nam:ing the pod parent first.
6. As soon as pod starts to deveLop, renove the spathes and all leaves fronr
the stal-k.
7. Fasten stalk to a stake to support weight of the fulIy developed pod.
B. Mate as many crosses on one stalk as you desire, the more seed you have fron
any given cross the more chance you have of gettin{g, the right combination of
genes to produce a winner.
9. Keep careful regords of aI1 crosses made -- your failures as well as your takes.
'ife can leai.n nnrch from our records.

10. 
"Yhen 

your seedlings bloom -- conslder forp, brancl:-ing, texture, vigor as well
as color. Do not discard a poorly colored seedling if it has other good attrj-bui:es.
Cross it againl I I Happy Hybridizlnel I !

It ls not sufficj-ent for a variety to be a good flovrer itself. To be a good parent,
it'rmrst be capable of passing its good traits on to its offspring.

In general, we ean ex-pect the following results:

[\i'ro B]ues: almost a]I blue
1\ruo lThites: all vrhites if recessives, some blues also if dom:inant
Thro Blends: nrostly blends
$,rro Blacks: mostly blacks, maybe somo purples & bl-ues
Ttivo Pj-r:ks: T.B. pinks, apricots, raspberry pinks & occasionally

a T.B. vrhite or a lemon yeIIow.

For the present, we ha-rre limited diseussion of genetles to domlnants and recessives.
Very slmply, these terms refer to various inherited characteri-stLcs such as color,
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form, branching, etc., some of which are recessive and some are doninant. If a

factbr is dominant it w'i}1 usually show in most of the first generation seedlings
and about three-fourths of the second generation, while a recessive 1s usually not
apparent in the first generation and wj-Il shorv in about one-fourth of the second
gineration. These fi-gures are the expected results of diplold crosses involving
irue breeding vari-eties. Since we will be working almost exclusively with tetra-
ploi-ds, the ratj.o of doiaj-nants to recessives wil-l be rmrch greater, about sj-xteen
to one-in the second generation. A dominant is apt to show up often in the off-
sprlng, even if only one parent ca.rries it, while a recessive factor rmrFt be present
ln both parents to appear in the offspring. llowever, this factor need not be ,,,.)l

visible but may be clrrled as a hidden recessive in boih parents. Some of the com-

mon recessives are: the tangerine beard, the plieat'a pattern, the amoena pattern
(except Paul Cookts -olue arnoenas) and the .factor for variegatas. Any breeding pro-
gram earried past the first generation will bring or:t hidden recesslves and provide
surprises. Interrnediate appearanee is usually due 'bo incompLete dom"lnanee.

l"Ihen we cross two quite different colors, or species, it is called a wide cross.
If you are just beginning, we suggest you avoj.d these because both colors are apt
to be ruined. Recessives wall be hidden in the first generation or Fl, but vrill
reappear unchanged fu F2 or F3 if you have the patience to wait h to 6 years. One

"*""ptior. io this is the ye3-Iov,r by: pink cross (not really very wide genetlcaHy).
Tou cantt expect pink in FI, unless the yeIlow you uee has a pink parent, and then
on\r a small percentage, but you should get some good clear yel}ow.

lIIe carunot hope to give our seedlings qualities which the parents variesties do not
have in their nrakeup. Before using any name varleties as parentsr.I intend to
evaluate them by thl sane urethod. I have a poeket-sized notebook (suggested by
Mr. Fay) in which I use a page for each numbered seedling. Before bloom5-ng season
starts, i write the fo]lowing categories on each page with room for the number,
parentage and location of plant:

Color
Sire
Texture
Subs tance

Form
Stands
Falis
IIaf t

Beard
F::agrance
Iieight
BranchinE

Buds
Proportion
Sta}}r
Piant

frs I number a seedling, I Judge it on each poi.nt in'uiords, then when the busy sea-
son is over, I go back over each one putting a rating in front of eaeh category
as follolrs:

r Good to Excelient Average
- 

POOf

If I then compare ratings of t'wo prospeetive parents, I can see at a glance
whether or not I i',r.i11 emphasi-ze faults by breeClng tvro flowers together with the
same ones. Also, if I vrant superior seedlJ-ngs, one parent should have a a if the
other has a - or only an o in the sane category. It takes just as much space
and just as many backaches to gro'rv a batch of |tdogsrr as a batch of high average
seedli-ngs. Of course, when going after a recessive factor such as lace or the t.b.
on another color, we soroetimes have to cross two flovrers 'irhat are not ideaI, vrith
the thought of breeding out the faults later, but on the rvhole, I think this system
will keep me from nraking foolish crosses.
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Color should be elear, wlth no nuddiness and should look as if scnrbbed clean.
ffifrance is the i;hickness of petals and is important beeause it lengttrens the
IIEffine fLower and gives it reslstance to wind and rairr.
Form refers tq the general shape of the flcwer, v,rhich may_be tailored, ruffled,
or laced, drooping, serri-flared or horizontally flared. It is largely a matter
of personal taste, however.
S'bandards are usually consiciered acceptable
Hffir cupped and open if tirey have a
floppy.
Falls are bad if thelr are narrow & strapPYr tucked
;ffiilblooded things) or droopy. The probable ideal

if they are domed, conic (e,t in i','lary
stroirg mi-d-rib so they do not become

under at the ends (uxcept in
falls v,'ould be vride & round

with at least some flare.
Hafts with heavy veining eoarsen the appearance of the whole flower, but color
that appears to have been brushed on the haft often improves the appearance of
the bloom.
EfaqclEg is a vital quality for a seedling because it provides room for more buds,
thus lengthening the bloorping season and also inproves the overall appearance of
the stal}c. Hleh BfpligEtne is bad beeause it causes the flowers to bunch at the
top of the stalk, Ciose Br4nchlpg and !,urylqqE buds are bad because the flowers
open up too cl-ose t6-6ffiiTilt andElffiTiffiayed prope:'ly. 

"'I'lde, 
weJ-1-.

greeqg and bg]glff5|-lgglgbins is 1deal because each bloom is shown to its best
ffi"aifrage. -fi;;iJl:-mTGfrilto use a variety (or seediing) as a parent with less
than three branches and the terminal, unless it were trery special in some other
w&J6 such as a color break,

A good strong
rainy anC also

s talk
adds

is lmportant to hold up the rnany bloons when j.t is ulndy or
much to the general appearance of 'bhe plant.

In discussing proportion, I think of three seediings, all of wli-ich had good flowers.
The first was a very Ia::ge flotrer on a hear4y Lh" stalk ard was pleasing to look at,
the second was just the opposite, a srnall dainty pi-nk on a short 25rr stalk, but
this was also pleasing to the eye. The third one had a medium-sized flovrer on a
hea:ry h2t' stalk and looked like a large man wj-th a smal-l head. TI:e lovliest fl-ower
lose$ much of its charm if it is in poor proportion to the rest of the plant.

ff we choose one or two colors or forms
resul-ts more quickly, as nel} as having
goal af ter rrorking toward it. l,Ie shoulc
oihers. All gq,og name lrarieties are the
sele ction.

to work rrrithr $re will probably get good
the personal setisfaction of reaching a
not hesitate to build on the success of
result of many Jrears of hybridizing and

SEEDLiNGS

Oft when on my beC I lie
In vacant or in pensive mood,
Uy seedlings flash befcre my eye
TJhich is the bliss of solitude,

'{'Iith substance thick and flare so Eay t
Urith veinless haft and lacy eCge,
'trIith cclors cl-ear as sicies in May
Their beauties flaunt beside -bhe hedge.

Their branel:ing is beyond compare
Anci blossoms of tremendous si-ze
Have ruf fle $ r ruf fle s everXnnrhere
To add some }iIt and glamorize.

Their standards closed and strong of rib,
Their bear:ds so lustr and bright of hue,
Ilach one more perfect than its sib,
Surely, to 'bhem is honor due I

'iil:y is it that ry il chj-Idrenil dear
';iith r,re11-sj?aced buds so numerous
lthen vle'rred by judges, it is cie &T t
At once be corne quite hunorous ?

0h ure}I, once more I realize
These llchildrenft I ide a]."j,ze
Are ree,I1y rrdogstr, as all must know;
How eould they have deceived me so?

EE MayBelle Tfright


